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these causes were removed and the harm undone, the Round Table Conference
would not be held in the proper atmosphere of peace and harmony. In ac-
cepting the invitations to the Conference, he and his fellow non-co-operators
wanted to prove their sympathy for the object of the Conference but beyond
that he was of opinion that it would be fait- to all sections who had met there
that the non-co-operators should not be parties to the resolutions of the
Conference, though he promised his co-operation in the deliberations of the
Coaference and his support on behalf of his party and, in particular, the Work-
ing Committee of the Congress in Arriving at proper conclusions,

The Speaker then invited a general discussion in which Messrs S. R.
Bomanji, J. A. Wadia, J, B. Petit, S. Srinivasa lyengar, Shcshagiri Ayer,
Satyamurti, Gokaran Nath Misra and Kunzru took part.

Mr. Gandhi in reply explained why the non-co-op;u'ators had not identified
themselves with the resolutions of the Conference and also the reason why it was
desirable for them to do so. He appealed to the Moderates and the Indepen-
dents to form a link between the Government and the non-co-opera,tors and
added that the non-co-opera tors were willing to give them every help to
make the work of the Conference a success.

pining in the country by the express sanction of Government, the talk of a con-
ference must be futile* Continuing, he regretfully acknowledged that some
non-co-operators had been guilty of violence and he apologized to them all for
such conduct. But barring such incidents which were few and far between, the
progress made by the non-co-operation movement was quite satisfactoiy and
he had no reason to be disappointed with the results already achieved. As
regards the suffering voluntarily and cheerfully borne by his co-workers,
Mihatmaji pointed out that not one of the sufferers had ever complained. There
was Maulana Shaukat Ali who had lost 30 Ibs. in weight during his incarcera-
tion but he had wanted to reduce his weight- Dr, Kitchlew wanted to gain in
weight and he had gained, while Pandit Motilal Nehru had found the rest in
jail which he had vainly looked for when free* As for Lala Lajpat Rai he was
using his time in writing a text-book for national schools. So that, said
Mahatma Gandhi, who adroitly gave a humorous turn to this portion of his
speech, they had no reason to regret it at all
"Proceeding Mahatmaji pointed out that in accepting the invitation
to the Conference, the non-co-operators merely wanted to prove their sympathy
for and with the conveners, but beyond it, they did not intend to be party to
the passing of the resolutions by the present Conference. But that did not
mean that they did not want to associate themselves in the edflfort to bring about
an honourable settlement under a proper atmosphere. There was a wall bet-
ween the N.C.O.'s and other parties. It could not be broken without the
former surrendering a vital principle or by the latter joining them, A conference
was not their goal, but a proper declaration of penitence on the part of the
Government, and there could be no favourable atmosphere until the Govern-
ment retraced their steps . . . ."